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THE PURPOSE OF THE SOCIETY 


1. To promote the advancement 
of Science by the study of nature, 
natural history and the natural 
sciences; to foster and stimulate 
the public interest in the study and 
conservation of wild animal life, in 
the collection, care and exhibition 
of live animals, birds, fish and rep¬ 
tiles and in the collection, exhibi¬ 
tion and care of study specimens of 
scientific or historical value. 

2. To stimulate and maintain 
public interest in the erection and 
maintenance of suitable buildings 
commensurate with the size and re¬ 
sources of the City of San Diego 
and State of California. 

4. To stimulate and maintain 
public interest in the provision, 


erection and maintenance of a Zoo¬ 
logical Hospital and Bioligical Re¬ 
search Institute commensurate 
with the size and resourses of the 
City of San Diego and State of 
California. 

5. To provide for the delivery 
of lectures, for the exhibition of 
photographs, slides and motion pic¬ 
tures, for the publication and dis¬ 
tribution of literature of all kinds 
dealing with natural history and 
natural science. 

6. The Society shall be operated 
for the mutual benefit and advance¬ 
ment of its members for non-pro- 
fitable purposes and no part of the 
net earnings thereof is to inure to 
the benefit of any member. 
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RESEARCH AND EDUCATION 

The Research and Educational Departments of the Zoological Society, 
both of which have lately been put into full operation, are two of our 
most cherished plans, which have been in the process of formation since 
almost the beginning oi the organization. Of these two divisions we feel 
that we have the greatest right to be proud, as they more than any other 
thing that we have done justify our original purpose of making this in¬ 
stitution a real benefit to the community. It remains to see the people 
take full advantage of the opportunities we have provided. We feel sure 
from present indications that it will only be a question of a short time 
before this condition is fulfilled. 

As early as 1922 plans were being formulated for the construction 
of a hospital and research laboratory, and since that time much of the 
energy and zeal of the officials have been expended in perfecting these 
plans. Miss Ellen B. Scripps donated the necessary $50,000.00, which 
was required to finance the building and equipment. A committee was 
appointed to take active care of the work and plans were sent out to 
similar'institutions all over United States, for suggestions. In the sum¬ 
mer of 1926 the actual building was begun and was ready for occupancy 
in April, 1927. 

As a Research Institution our new building has a remarkable future. 
Throughout the United States there are many laboratories designed for 
the study of marine life, but nowhere is there such an institute so for¬ 
tunately located for all branches of animal life and plant life also. In 
addition to the wealth of material is every thing in the way of equip¬ 
ment needed for biological research. 
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Prior to the founding of the animal hospital any animal in the garden 
needing more expert care than the foreman was able to adminster was 
treated by Dr. George Foelschow, City Veterinarian, who generously 
donated his services. But since the establishment of the new depart¬ 
ment the work has been turned over to Dr. Abart, a member of the hos¬ 
pital staff. Each day Dr. Abart makes a complete round of the zoo and 
administers treatment where ever he considers it necessary. Those ani¬ 
mals needing more protracted care are ordered sent to the hospital. 
Cages of various types and sizes are provided for the handling of every 
type of animal with the greatest comfort for the beast and the greatest 
safety for the man. X-ray apparatus assists in accurate diagnosis and 
every needed instrument is at hand. Records are kept which should 
prove of inestimable value, not only to our society, but to science at 
large, especially in the cure of animal diseases. 

Any animal that dies in the garden is carefully examined and the 
cause of death ascertained. Specimens of all the organs are kept and 
prepared in the laboratory for microscopical examination. This material 
is also available to any one desiring to use it. 


EDUCATIONAL 

The educational work is being handled out of this building, until our 
real educational center as planned and prepared by the society shall once 
more come into our possession. The principal justification for any zoo 
is its educational value. To further this phase of the work it was early 
proposed to organize a junior society among the children of the schools. 
Dr. Fred Baker was the real sponsor of the plan, which was at once en¬ 
thusiastically received by every one. A committee was later appointed 
and entrusted with the organization of the work. This committee, which 
had apparently been made up of men experienced in the work and zeal¬ 
ous for the interest of the society failed to accomplish much for a year 
or more, and then unfortunately diverted the work into personal channels 
and attempted to organize a separate institution. 

Late in 1926 with the cooperation of the school authorities plans were 
again put under way and the actual work of bringing school children 
into the grounds officially begun. Heretofore the schools had been doing 
this just as the individual teacher felt that she could use the zoo in her 
class work. The disadvantages of bringing a large group in public cars 
made this precarious and often prohibitive. The teachers were all quick 
to avail themselves of the new opportunity and the busses were both out 
nearly every school morning for the balance of the term. Classes were 
booked as long as five and six weeks ahead. The busses brought only 
the children from the city schools or the nearer county ones. The child¬ 
ren and teachers from the county schools were provided with milk or 
chocolate by the department. During the last semester 2664 children 
were brought to the garden in busses under the supervision of the educa¬ 
tion department, 917 more came in classes with their teachers and 
parents. All of these were in an excess of the 29,950 children who either 
unescorted or with their parents passed through the turnstile for the 
same period. 
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First Class to Visit Zoo. September 28. 1927 
2nd Grade, Florence School 


During the summer a great deal of work has been done on this line 
for the coming period. The curriculum of the schools has been carefully 
studied and it is hoped to correlate the work with the studies to the high¬ 
est degree, thus it will become an integral part of the school work. 
Furthermore plans for extending the work to the general public are also 
being held in abeyance for the time when the Education building is once 
more a part of the zoo. Illustrated lectures and moving pictures will be 
provided upon interesting scientific studies and general discussions will 
be arranged. 


LIBRARY 

By means of exchanges, gifts and gradual purchases it is hoped to 
build an extensive and valuable scientific library. Many local doctors 
have generously contributed books and publications to our collection. 
The library of the San Diego Medical Association has donated a large 
number of volumes. Any doctor having duplicate books to dispose of 
will find a grateful recipient in the society. 

As a convenience to those using the library the society has arranged 
to publish the results of all research in the form of society bulletins. 
Two have already been published since April. Copies of these may be 
secured at the Research Building. 


The Zoological Society entered exhibits, not only in the San Diego 
County fair, but in the Los Angeles County fair, just closed at Pomona. 
Through the courtesy of Mr. Greenshields who was showing some of his 
fancy birds we were represented by a pair of Companion cranes, African 
Crown cranes and our dignified old Adjutant stork. 
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NOTES FROM THE HOSPITAL WARDS 

Among the most prominent of the patients who have received treat¬ 
ment at the hospital recently was “Bondo” the chimpanzee. Bondo was 
suffering from acute gastric disorders caused by the unsolicited donations 
of such indigestible food as peanuts, gum and candy, thrown to him by 
the inconsiderate guests who do not believe in signs and think it is clever 
to steal a march on the attendant. Bondo was ill a long time, in fact 
we thought we would surely loose him, he is nearly well now but is still 
on a diet of malted milk, cooked rice and cod liver oil in an effort to 
build him up again. 


The polar bear also had to be treated at the hospital for an abcess in 
his ear caused by the none too gentle cuff administered by one of his 
playful mate. He really seemed to enjoy his sojourn, and to our surprise 
proved no only a tractable and willing patient, but a grateful one as well. 



Rastus the little black spider monkey really could not resist flirting 
his long tail over the top of the cage at the big monks next door. Once 
too often did he try this trick and he had the end of his tail badly 
chewed up for his temerity. He was forced to spend a few days over in 
the monkey ward. The care and petting more than compensated him for 
inconvenience and blemish which was the result of his accdent. 
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NOTES AND PERSONALS 

It is getting late in the year to record many births, but just as the 
leaves on the eucalypti are now budding out as a proof that it is spring 
in their native land, so some of the animals refusing to recognize the 
proper season for such things in the land of their adoption, and follow¬ 
ing in the steps of their forbears are choosing this time of year to pres¬ 
ent additions in their families to the zoo communitiy. On the deer 
mesa you will find quite a number of young kangaroo and wallaby, these 
with a few fawn, native of the southern hemisphere go to make up the 
larger part of our nursery. 

Special mention should be made of the young fawn in the Barasingha 
family. This is something which is very gratifying to every one con¬ 
nected with the Deer Park as this is one of the aristocrats of the colony 
of antlered folk. We are most anxious to increase our number of all of 
these high priced animals as they will eventually be the source of the 
money for most of our new asquisitions in the exhibition line because 
there is always a great demand for all these animals which have been 
born and bred in captivity. The Barasingha is one of the wildest and 
most nervous of the deer specie therefore zoo bred stock will be at a 
premium. For this reason every care is being taken to rear this beauti¬ 
ful little animal. 

Just as we go to press we are apprised of the arrival of a buffalo 
calf, not a Phillipino this time, but a member of one of the first Ameri¬ 
can families, the Bison. 



AMERICAN BISON 
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HOW TO SEE THE ZOO 

The Zoological Garden may be reached by any car running north on 
Fifth Street or by the No. 7 car for East San Diego. In either case 
the fare is 5 cents as the inner zone reaches tthe park. 

There are now two entrances to the garden, the main one, on Ala¬ 
meda Drive and the new one, back of the California Building. This latter 
is more centrally located for the pedestrian, the former more convenient 
for the motorist. 

The zoo is open to visitors from 8 A. M. to 5 P. M. every day with 
the exception of the snake house which is closed on Monday. 

Admission is 25 cents for adults, children to sixteen are free. 

Busses are provided, which for the surg of 25 cents will carry you 
on an hour trip through the garden, showing every exhibit and provid¬ 
ing an interesting talk on all of the animals. 


MEMBERSHIPS 

The By-Laws of the Society provide for the following classes of 
members: 

ACTIVE MEMBERS—Those who have paid their annual dues, which 
are $5 per year. 

SUSTAINING MEMBERS—Those who pay dues of $25 per year. 

LIFE MEMBERS—Those who have donated $200 or who have rendered 
distinguished service to the Society. 

PATRONS—Those who donate $1,000. 

FOUNDERS—Those who donate $2,000. 















